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tions for Mrs. Booth to preach were received from many
quarters; the novelty of a preaching woman attracted con-
siderable attention; crowds flocked to hear her; fashionable
ladies entreated her to hold drawing-room meetings in their
houses. It is possible to say that nine people out of ten
who knew the name of Catherine Booth had never heard of
William Booth's work in Whitcchapel.

But while Mrs. Booth was preaching in the country, and
addressing remarkable audiences in the more fashionable
quarters of London* William Booth was preaching and
praying for the most part in Whitechapel, perfecting the
organisation he had brought into existence, and shaping the
characters of men and women who were to become the first
disciples of a very earnest advance in personal religion, If
he suffered from these taunts, they did not draw from him,
so far as I can discover* a single reply. He allowed the
ministers of dissenting Churches to believe that he lived in
idleness while his wife went to and fro collecting guineas
for the domestic expenses of his home. He was twice very
ill, so ill during 1876 that his life was despaired of, and on
several other occasions he was obliged to leave London for
spells of rest in the country; but he never defended him-
self, never argued or remonstrated with his accusers, and
only when the time was ripe did he take the hazardous step
which made him absolute master of the Christian Mission,
and begin that extraordinary work which showed his real
power.

What must strike every one who reads the history of
this man is, above all other things, the quality of his self-
security, his unflinching and unchanging honesty* That
he should ever have been arraigned, and by ministers of
religion, bitterly and mockingly, as a self-seeking hypocrite,
as one who lived upon his wife, not only astonishes the
writer of this book* but reveals to him a condition in the
Churches of that time which wholly justifies the most ex-
traordinary and bizarre of all William Booth's dispositions
to make men honestly and powerfully conscious of God.

In the momentous Address of 1877 this ringing honesty,
intense reality, and clear-headed thinking of William Booth
are visible to every unprejudiced eye* We see him risen